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AG-HI CUL TUBE  AND  NATIONAL  DEFENSE 

gRIORI  ii  CHANGE  STILL  IN  T HE  PEEING;  Agriculture's  implement  needs  under  the 
defense  priorities  program  are  governed  by  the  Farm  Machinery  and  Equipment  Plan. 
This  plan  involves  two- preference  rating  orders.  One  order  assigns  a defense 
rating  A-10  to  the  materials  necessary  for  the  production  of  parts  for  re- 
parr  arid  maintenance  of  existing  farm  equipment.  The  other  assigns  the  highest 
civilian  rating  — B-l  — to  the  materials  needed  for  the  production  of  new  firm 

equipment.  The  repair  parts  order  is  good  until  February  l4,  1942,  but  the  order 

covering  new  farm  equipment  expires  October  11.  OADR  officials  now  w0rHnj  to 
obtain  specific  allocations  of  raw  materials  for  farm  machinery  and  equipment. 

Tne  current  — 1 rating  is  of  little  value  as  so  many  B-l ' s have  been  issued  there 

are  not  enough  metals  and  other  materials  to  go  around. 


THE  SUBSTITUTES  ARE 


COMING: 


Some  farm  equipment  manufacturers,  hard  pushed  for 


A.y  ^ ,,  L — w.  o s KCUU.  LU.aULU.  1UI 

the  metais  they  normally  use,  arc  already  out  with  good  and  acceptable  substitutes, 
oultry  equipment.  manufacturers,  particularly,  have  shifted  from  strategic  nateri- 
s,  such  as  aluminum,  galvanized  sheets  and  certain  kinds  of  steel  to  plastic* 
wood,  clack  painted  steel  and  other  substitutes.  Full  cooperation  of  farmers  in’ 

su'ce Sul  Iff f rC^8aiy  if  thi?  -itch—  "***»  is  to  be  fully 

successful.  So  far  no  Kicks  heard  here  on  the  substitutes  that  arc  out. 

LABOR  SHOBTASE  GETTING  WORSE;  During  l|l  there  has  bee.  a steadily  decroa.- 
bsfn'fSt'7  ° t*rkerS  aVaUable  for  agricultural  employment.  This  decrease  has 

to  operate  ll  UU'TU.'  n°ultry  raiain«'  3nd  occupations  requiring  ability 
. 1 13=1  r machinery.  Tne  number  of  workers  seeking  the  less  skilled 

. " so  =>.8011=1  --crop  operations  has  also  been  smaller  than  in  past  years.  In 

1°^  ® °,  ijese  dif5iculties,  there  have  been  no  widespread  losses  of  crops  due  to 
ment  iffeadilv  ,h°V,evef’  the  nuraber  of  workers  engaged  in  agricultural ’ employ- 
crease  ~ Vrf  lecre*slng’  ';hlle  employment  in  industry  is  continuing  to  in- 

murket*  T’-  °re’  ^ °'^ect  * father  tightening  in  the  farm  labor 

, Particularly  m those  occupations  requiring  considerable  skill. 

^iicr^^ief  iXf"rd. ^ versi ^ *****  is  going  to  include  a pamphlet  signed 
"Food  f ".y  ln  lts  current  America  in  a World  at  War"  series.  Titled 
dS  L tne  "araT)hl6t  wiU  outiine  agriculture's  Part  in  NaD  off 

in : Vl}tf  "°°d  T)roductioE  S°als  for  1942,  and  picture  the  stake  farmer*  have 
xn  winning  the  war  against  Hitler.  Should  be  off  the  press  in  30  to  6o'days. 

D.  A OmCIAL3  TO  EBQM  MGLAND:  At  Kansas  City  meeting  October  9 

. "■*  " ":'lcD7,  Under  Score  tar?/  of  agriculture  and  R.  M.  Evans  AAA  \dmnf- 

fr0m  —t  on  British  food’ situattntd 

-job  th-t  " V ° ^ cfforts:  Said  TJnder  Secretary  Appleby:  "If  we  fail  in  the 

Uni  tea's  tat  efT  a^reed  take  0n  ~ supplying  them  with  the  foods  which  the 
united  states  clone  can  best  rai-noi  w _ T-rr.|u-i  „ . , , 

o.d  fhn  -pi  „ , " supply  .0  11  not  only  be  endangering  our  own  future 

and  the  future  of  democracy  we'll  bo  D uUIC 

peoples  the  world  has  ever  ’seen  T °fe  of  tne  most  courageous 

sc  ’ food  has  to  be  kept  moving  across  the  water 
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and  it  is  a matter  of  only  a few  days  from  the  time  it  docks  until  it  is  on  the 
tables  of  the  neo-ole  who  will  eat  it."  Administrator  Evans  stated,  "We  found 
that  Great  Britain  must  have  American  food  to  win.  We  found  that  our  food  has 
ootentiali ties  that  go  far  "beyond  military  victory,  to  the  peace  table....  Eood 
is  the  hope  of  these  hungry  people.  ‘That  is  why  food  is  going  to  play  such  a 
very  important  part  when  we  get  down  to  working  out  the  peace.  It  will  be  food 
America  is  producing  now  and  will  produce  in  the  next  few  years.  That  food  can 
be  — and  it  must  be  — a tremendous  power  for  building  the  kind  of  world  free 
m*en  can  live  in.  Lots  of  important  people  in  England  recognize  that  this  is 
something  more  than  a war....  It  has  to  mean  freedom  from  hunger  and  economic 
tyranny  as  well." 

FARMERS  URGED  TO  REPAIR  FARM  MACHINERY : A special  plea  will  be  made  to  farmers 
when  they  sign  farm  plans  in  the  Food  for  Freedom  campaign  to  repair  their  farm 
machinery  this  fall  and  winter  in  order  to  avoid  delays  next  year  and  to  release 
needed  metals  for  other  phases  of  the  defense  program.  Adequate  metals  are 
assured  for  repair  parts,  but  the  amount  of  new  farm  machinery  which  rail  be 
available  is  still  questionable.  Farmers  will  be  asked  to:  (l)  Check  over 
their  old  machinery,  (2)  order  parts  needed,  and  ( s)  notify  county  USDA  Defense 
Boards  if  they  cannot  obtain  parts. 


